
Dear Friends, 

I pray that you enjoyed the absolutely beautiful fall days that have blessed us this past week. I was 
so grateful to get out to run in the sunshine, as I know that shortly, I will be getting wet more often 
as I head out. The sunshine was also a great blessing during this time when the daylight is short. I 
found it a great boost in the midst of our situation.  

I want to update you on the progress of the process of my review as your pastor, coming to the end 
of my six-year term. I received the data and comments that were submitted and was able to discuss 
them with Patrick Sharkey (who worked with us on our Pastoral Plan). I am grateful to all of you 
who participated in the survey and gave feedback. I benefitted greatly from your feedback as it 
helps me to see myself more in the light of how others see me and to grow in humility. Receiving 
the feedback that was critical and recognizing where I am weak is an invitation to rely on God’s 
help and strength so that I can be more attentive in those areas. I am so blessed to be a priest and 
to be your pastor. I thank God for this opportunity and pray He will help me to continue to grow 
with His grace. Patrick will now send the summary of our meeting to the Priest Personnel Board 
and we will see what God has in store for us in the Spring. Usually, there is an announcement 
about changes in assignments at the beginning of May. If there is any update sooner than that, we 
will let you know. 

This Sunday, we hear the Voice crying out in the desert, “Prepare the way of the Lord!” The 
Voice is John the Baptist, preparing the way for the Word who is Christ. Jesus’ cousin has been 
led out into the desert and God prepared him to be the last of the prophets, the hinge between the 
Old and the New Testament. He is the one of whom Isaiah spoke and all the people from Jerusalem 
and the surrounding area went out to hear him. St. Andrew and St. John were two of those who 
became His disciples. As they were standing by one day, learning from the Baptist, they heard him 
say, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Immediately they left the Voice to follow the Word, the Lamb of 
God, to abide with Him.  

Our hearts are longing to hear the Word, to abide with/in Him. There are a lot of different voices 
trying to distract us from hearing the Word. I pray that the Voice of John the Baptist will rouse in 
us the desire to know the Word made flesh as it did for Sts. Andrew and John. Advent is a great 
time get out into the desert, experience some silence, so that we might respond to the invitation to 
draw near, listen to, abide with our Savior, Emmanuel. 

In His Most Sacred Heart, 

 

Fr. Jack D. Shrum 
Pastor 


