
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
With the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord this weekend, we bring to a close 
this beautiful season of Christmas. I hope that you have experienced the depths 
of God’s love for you and for all people during the many opportunities that we 
have had to gather for prayer and worship over the past several weeks. I want 
to personally thank you for all your kindnesses to Father Bazil and me during 
the Advent/Christmas season. Thank you for the cards, food, gifts, and heartfelt 
wishes that you shared with us. I place the cards that I receive in a basket right 
next to my chair in our home chapel. Each morning during morning prayer, I 
take one card from the basket, read it again, and then offer my morning prayer 
to the sender. This way I can enjoy these cards and share the love and spirit of 
Christmas throughout the year. 
 
I am reminded of one of my favorite Christmas stories as told by O ’Henry: 
“The Gift of the Magi”. It is a story about a desperately poor young couple 
living in New York around the turn of the century. Neither had money sufficient 
to buy a gift for the other, so they each secretly went out and sold something 
of worth. He sells his prized pocket watch to get her a braid for her long, 
beautiful hair. When he presents it to her, she removes her scarf to reveal that 
she has sold her hair to purchase a chain for his precious pocket watch. This 
beautiful story of love and sacrifice reminds us that it is not what we give that 
is important, but the sacrificial spirit of love in which we give of ourselves that 
is most important. As we bring the season of Christmas to a close, may its spirit 
of love and sacrifice continue to live in our hearts and through our many  
opportunities for love and service. 
 

Christmas Peace+ 

 

Fr. Tom 
Pastor 


