
Dear Friends, 
 

I am back from a short time away at Mount Angel. We had originally planned our Holy Land pilgrimage for these 
last days of January, but as with all things in this year of pandemic, those plans changed. I had also hoped to possibly make a 
visit to CA, but that did not work out either. As it is, I had a blessed time of respite and peace while I was at the guest house 
of Mount Angel Abbey for those days.   
 I had a full weekend upon my return and was a wee bit tired after the Masses on Sunday. After a bit of nourishment, 
I had the football game on and reclined on the couch to rest my eyes for a bit. While listening to the game, there was a 
commercial that kept repeating for a show that the channel was promoting. It was a sort of competition and each time it ran, 
there was a man who said something to the effect of, “When I was growing up, my father was not around. I have my son. All 
I want to do is make him proud.” As I kept hearing this, it struck me that he is trying to compensate for what was lost in his 
childhood. There is no need for a father to try to impress his son. Naturally, there is a reverence and pride that one has for 
one’s father if the father is present and attentive to one’s needs. It is on the part of the child that acceptance and recognition is 
needed for healthy development. We have a need to be known and loved by our father; to make him proud. Because his father 
was absent, he was seeking to fill that void by succeeding on this show. There is no show or competition that will fill a void 
left by an unfulfilled relationship. The enemy of our human nature comes into this situation with the deception that we can fill 
that void if we work hard enough, or find something, or someone else that will fix it.  
 Only God can fill that void. No matter the relationship or unfulfilled desire, God is there to show us the way to an 
integrated life, so that we can be who He created us to be in the knowledge of who we are as His beloved children. In a 
wonderful way, St. Joseph is here to help us to know the unconditional love of the Father, especially in our weaknesses and 
woundedness. I leave you here with this reflection from Patris Corde, the Apostolic Letter on St. Joseph by Pope Francis. 
May St. Joseph teach us to run to the Father of Mercy! 
 
A tender and loving father 

Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favour” (Lk 2:52). As the Lord had 
done with Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: he taught him to walk, taking him by the hand; he was for him like a father who 
raises an infant to his cheeks, bending down to him and feeding him (cf. Hos 11:3-4). 

In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion 
for those who fear him” (Ps 103:13). 

In the synagogue, during the praying of the Psalms, Joseph would surely have heard again and again that the God of 
Israel is a God of tender love, who is good to all, whose “compassion is over all that He has made” (Ps 145:9). 

The history of salvation is worked out “in hope against hope” (Rom 4:18), through our weaknesses. All too often, we 
think that God works only through our better parts, yet most of His plans are realized in and despite our frailty. Thus, Saint 
Paul could say: “To keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to 
keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but He said to me: ‘My 
grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness’” (2 Cor 12:7-9). 

Since this is part of the entire economy of salvation, we must learn to look upon our weaknesses with tender mercy.  
The evil one makes us see and condemn our frailty, whereas the Spirit brings it to light with tender love. Tenderness 

is the best way to touch the frailty within us. Pointing fingers and judging others are frequently signs of an inability to accept 
our own weaknesses, our own frailty. Only tender love will save us from the snares of the accuser (cf. Rev 12:10). That is why 
it is so important to encounter God’s mercy, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, where we experience His truth and 
tenderness. Paradoxically, the evil one can also speak the truth to us, yet he does so only to condemn us. We know that God’s 
truth does not condemn, but instead welcomes, embraces, sustains, and forgives us. That truth always presents itself to us like 
the merciful father in Jesus’ parable (cf. Lk 15:11-32). It comes out to meet us, restores our dignity, sets us back on our feet 
and rejoices for us, for, as the father says: “This my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found” (v. 24). 
 
Below is the link to “Patris Corde”: 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html 

In the Love of the Father, 
 
 
 
Fr. Jack D. Shrum 
Pastor 


