
Dear Friends, 

This Sunday, November 1st, marks the 20th anniversary of my attendance at my first Papal Mass 
in St. Peter’s square with St. John Paul II. My memory of that day is filled with much joy and it 
was a watershed moment in my life as I look back and realize how God had prepared me for that 
moment and poured out His grace in abundance. 
 
I had arrived in Rome a few days prior and within a few hours, I had seen more churches, bishops, 
and nuns than I had seen my whole life. I was in awe at every turn. Almost every day, we began 
at St. Peter’s since we stayed just a short distance away. We would pass by every morning and 
then every evening as we would return to our hotel. Seeing the Basilica lit up each night was an 
amazing and wonderful way to end each day. On one occasion, we attended Mass in St. Peter’s 
with a French Cardinal at the altar of the chair of St. Peter. Each day was full of grace and surprises 
as we explored the Eternal City. 
 
The highlight of these days was definitely the Mass with St. JPII on All Saints Day. To be in the 
presence of His Holiness was an experience that I will never forget. I was filled with joy and 
emotion that I had not experienced before. His presence was inspiring and it was from that point 
that I began to ponder  priesthood, and it was the next day that our Lord and our Lady helped me 
to hear that call more clearly at the church of St. Alphonsus at the devotions to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help. 
 
Mama Mary has been there to guide me on the way and she never fails to help her children. On 
the day I attended Mass with the Holy Father, I probably did not understand much of his homily 
at all. Thanks be to God for the internet through which we can access a whole archive of papal 
documents and homilies. I will leave you with the beautiful words St. John Paul II had in praise of 
our Lady as the model for holiness on that day of the anniversary on which Pius XII proclaimed 
her Assumption into Heaven as a Catholic Dogma. 
 
The depth of the Blessed Virgin's faith in God's word appears clearly in the song of the Magnificat: 
"My soul magnifies the Lord, / and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, / for he has regarded the low 
estate of his handmaiden" (Lk 1: 46-48).  
 
In this song Mary shows what constituted the foundation of her holiness: deep humility. We might ask 
ourselves in what her humility consisted. Much is said to us by the "trouble" she felt at the Angel's 
greeting: "Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you" (Lk 1: 28). Before the mystery of grace, the 
experience of a particular presence of God who has rested his gaze upon her, Mary feels a natural 
impulse of humility (literally, of "abasement"). It is the reaction of someone who is fully aware of her own 
littleness before the greatness of God. In the truth Mary beholds herself, others, and the world. 
 
Was not the sign of humility the question: "How can this be, since I have no husband?" (Lk 1: 34). She 
had just heard that she was to conceive and bear a child, who would reign on the throne of David as the 
Son of the Most High. Certainly, she did not fully understand the mystery of that divine plan, but she 



realized that it meant a total change in the reality of her life. However, she did not ask: will this really 
happen? must this happen? She simply said: how can this be? With no doubts or reservations, she 
accepted the divine intervention that changed her life. The question expressed the humility of faith, the 
willingness to put one's life at the service of the divine mystery, without being able to understand how it 
would come about.  
 
This humility of spirit, this complete submission in faith, is particularly expressed in her "fiat": "Behold, 
I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word" (Lk 1: 38). Because of Mary's 
humility, what she would later sing in the Magnificat could be fulfilled: "Henceforth all generations will 
call me blessed; / for he who is mighty has done great things for me, / and holy is his name" (Lk 1: 48-
49).  
 
The greatness of the gift corresponds to the depth of the humility. He who is mighty did "great things" 
for her (cf. Lk 1: 49), and she knew how to accept them with gratitude and to hand them on to all 
generations of believers. This is the way to heaven followed by Mary, Mother of the Saviour, who 
goes ahead of all the Church's saints and blesseds on this path.  
 
Blessed are you, Mary, assumed body and soul into heaven! Pius XII defined this truth "for the glory 
of almighty God ..., for the honour of his Son, the immortal King of the ages and the Victor over sin 
and death, for the greater glory of his Mother and for the joy and exultation of the entire Church" (Ap. 
Const. Munificentissimus Deus, AAS 42 [1950], 770).  
 
And we exult, O Mary Assumed into Heaven, as we contemplate you who have been glorified and, in 
the risen Christ, have become the co-worker of the Holy Spirit in communicating divine life to mankind. 
In you we see the goal of holiness to which God calls all the Church's members. In your life we recognize 
the clear sign of the path to spiritual maturity and Christian holiness.  
With you and with all the saints we glorify God the Trinity, who sustains our earthly pilgrimage and 
lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
In the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

 
Fr. Jack D. Shrum 
Pastor 


