
Dear Friends, 

Since I last wrote, the smoke has still not subsided, and the fires continue in OR and CA. It surely is a strange feeling to have this 
filtered light all day long and no relief for so long. I read that the unhealthy air is causing heart failure for those who struggle with 
respiratory issues and the impact on our mental health is taking another hit in this unprecedented year of 2020.  

I was talking with Sam Estrada, our Youth and Young Adult coordinator, about getting the youth group started and planning for the 
year ahead. He mentioned that he has been on webinars with the Archdiocese, and the other youth ministers are aware of the impact 
that this situation is having on our youth and the consequences that are happening as a result. He is working on a schedule and 
program to engage our youth to help them to deal with these things in the light or our Faith. Depending on the regulations, we are 
hoping to have a hybrid program with some in person meetings and some online. We will see if we can get the permission to have 
meetings on site or work remotely. We should have a schedule and plan to communicate to you in the next week or two.  

A lot of people are suffering depression and as a result, are isolating from others which then compounds the situation. One of the 
ways that we can help in this regard is to reach out to our loved ones and those that we know might be susceptible or vulnerable at 
this time. We are currently working on a plan to visit the elderly of the parish that are homebound and bring Holy Communion to 
them to strengthen them in their situation. If you are struggling, let someone know. We are here for you and Fr. Bazil and I are ready 
to talk on the phone, come by for a visit, or meet you here in a Covid friendly meeting space. We do not want you or anyone you 
know to feel like they did not have anyone to reach out to. This is the lie and the discouragement that the enemy uses and then 
compounds with guilt and fear which prevents one from reaching out because they do not want to burden another person with their 
problems or fear the consequences.   

As Christians, we are called to be there, to reach out in times of need, to lend a hand or an open ear. This is something that is so 
important for us to remember in these days, especially as we bear our own burdens, to be mindful that we are not meant to carry 
them on our own and that as we are struggling, we can strengthen another person as we reach out to see how they are, which in turn 
gives us strength and hope as well.  

We are meant for relationship. God created us in Love, by Love, for Love. The more that we are mindful of this, the more Jesus is 
there to encourage and inspire us on the way. At the daily Mass last week, we had St. Paul’s hymn on Love from 1 Corinthians. As 
I prayed with it before Mass, I was reminded that it is a great Scripture to meditate on to know what Love is and how we are called 
to love. It can serve as an examination of conscience for us in difficult times and inspire us to get things in order, reconcile where 
needed, reach out to our brothers and sisters. I include the whole passage here for your reflection. 

 1 COR 12:31-13:13  

Brothers and sisters: Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. 

But I shall show you a still more excellent way.  

If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal. And if I have the gift of 
prophecy and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing.  

If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, 
love is kind.  It is not jealous, love is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-
tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.  

If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing. For 
we know partially, and we prophesy partially, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.  

When I was a child, I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I put aside childish things. 
At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. At present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully 
known.  

So, faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

In the Loving Heart of our Merciful Savior, 

 

Fr. Jack D. Shrum 
Pastor 


