
Dear Friends, 
 
2020 is a non-stop adventure. Just back from my trip to Oregon to visit Mount Angel Abbey and my 
goddaughter in Redmond, I was enjoying a Labor Day dinner with my family in Puyallup, as I watched the 
sky grow dark and the smoke roll in. We then heard that there was a fire across the freeway at Sumner, 
which thankfully did not impede my drive home. Then we wake up to more fires on Tuesday causing many 
people to be evacuated from their homes. What is next?  
 
We know not what tomorrow brings, so God is encouraging us now to live according to His love and to 
make the most of what He has given us today. We can worry about what is going to happen, but that only 
prevents us from moving forward. In an emergency situation, we need to act fast and do what is most 
important, especially looking out for those who are vulnerable and entrusted to our care. This year is 
teaching us many lessons in how to trust in God and prioritize according to His will for us.  
 
As we go forward with uncertainty, we take one step at a time. Planning then is dependent on the 
circumstances that are yet to be known. As I have planned to make a Holy Land pilgrimage for some years, 
it just happened that after the last trip to Italy to visit our patron St. Anthony, we decided to plan for January 
2021. Little did we know what would be happening. There are many unknown variables currently, but we 
have decided to keep the plan and to try to go if it be God’s will. I figure that I may not have this opportunity 
again and want to go if it is possible this year. We chose the month of January, as the amount of tourists is 
lower and with the current situation we could enjoy a more serene and less crowded pilgrimage than normal. 
(I am doing my best to focus on the blessings of our current situation.) If this is a pilgrimage that you are 
interested in, I am including the information here so that you can inquire and make plans accordingly. 
Usually, we would have begun advertising months ago, but we were not sure what was going to happen. A 
final decision will be made in December as to whether we can go or not. I am not sure what tomorrow holds 
in store for us, but if it is possible, I would love to have you join me on this pilgrimage. 
 
PILGRIMAGE TO EGYPT, JORDAN, AND ISRAEL:  January 17 – February 3, 2021. $5,349. Join 
us, as we make the Bible come alive for you.  We begin in Cairo, Egypt where we will visit the traditional 
site believed to be where Moses was found, the exodus began, and Jesus was sheltered during the Holy 
Family flight from Israel. Visit the Pyramids of Giza, the Sphinx, and the Egyptian Museum before heading 
to St. Catharine’s Monastery and Mt. Sinai where the Lord delivered The Law to Moses for the People of 
Israel.  Leaving Mount Sinai, we continue on to the ancient rose-red city of Petra in Jordan, then to Mt. 
Nebo where Moses was permitted to see The Promised Land and where he died.  On to Madaba, the “City 
of Mosaics”, then to St. George’s Church, which houses the oldest map of the Holy Land. From Amman, 
Jordan, we cross into Israel to all the significant places where Jesus was born, lived, preached, and was 
crucified. Couples can renew their marriage vows in Cana, take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee, visit the 
site of the Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes, the Mount of Beatitudes, and Mt. Tabor. Renew your baptismal 
vows at the Jordon River, and so much more, too numerous to mention.  For full details call Evelyn 
Czapiewski at 253-229-5554.  We recognize we are living this time of pandemic, but this pilgrimage is 
four months away this writing.  We will evaluate and make decisions at certain points depending on travel 
and Covid-19 information.  
 

In the Love of the Father, 

  

   

Fr. Jack D. Shrum 
Pastor 


